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Friday, May 1, 2020 
 
Dear PPS Families, 
 
Beginning on Monday, families can begin to pick up the second wave of 
instructional packets at school and community sites across the city. Additional details are below. 
Today’s update also promotes a variety of new resources, including an online library corner where 
students and families will find Story Times with fun follow-up reading activities as well as an August 
Wilson Tribute. I want to thank our librarians for pulling this resource together.  
 
Remote Learning Resources  

We continue to add instructional videos to our Remote Learning section of the website 
(www.pghschools.org/remotelearning). This week, videos on submitting materials via an iPhone, 
accessing CLEVER and Microsoft Teams from a Personal Laptop, and Accessing Classroom 
Features on Microsoft Teams were added to the list of resources.  
 
Instructional Packets – Round 2 – Grades PreK-8 Only  

As a reminder, the second wave of instructional packets for students in grades PreK-8 will be 

available for pick-up between 10 AM to 2 PM on Monday, May 4, and Tuesday, May 5. To identify 

the school or community location closest to your home, please visit www.wprdc.org/pps-pickup/. 

Several sites were added, and a few were removed. Center for Life, Colfax, East Hills Community 

Center, Faison, The Pittsburgh Project, and St. Paul AME were added. Brashear, Milliones, Schiller, 

Sci-Tech, and the Wilkinsburg Administration building were removed as locations.  

Sites will not be accepting completed week one instructional packets. Please work with your 

child’s teacher on packet submission.  

Please note, that instructional packets will not be printed for students in grades 9-11 since 9 – 11th 

grade students now have laptops. Families that are unable to pick-up materials are encouraged to 

contact the District’s Support Center at 412-529-HELP or www.pghschools.org/letstalk. The 

distribution of instructional packets is prioritized for families that do not have technology at home. If 

your child is having difficulty with Microsoft teams, please reach out to their teacher. The instructional 

materials for students in regional classrooms, Pioneer and Conroy will be mailed next day delivery 

on Tuesday for arrival on Wednesday, May 6th.   

 
Reading Corner Launched Today!  
Today PPS’s librarians launched “Reading Corner” on our website at 
www.pghschools.org/readingcorner. On this page, students and families will find Story Times with 
fun follow-up reading activities with your PPS School Librarians. Students can listen to books, 
stories and poetry appropriate for Pre-K through High School. We hope the Reading Corner will 
help bring peace, happiness and hope to all who visit. With an adult’s help and permission, post 
your reading and learning here with the hashtag #PPSreads. Share the magic!    
 
 
 

http://www.pghschools.org/remotelearning
http://www.wprdc.org/pps-pickup/
http://www.pghschools.org/letstalk
http://www.pghschools.org/readingcorner
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#PPSAtHome 

Now that PPS Remote Learning is underway, we're looking to collect ideas and tips for how students, 
teachers and families can make the most of this new experience. Do you have anything to share? It 
can be something personal like making sure to get up and stretch every hour, or something technical 
like using a hardwired web connection instead of just WiFi. It can also be something fun like taking 
a dance break or something serious like minimizing distractions. Whatever you've got, we want to 
hear your tips for surviving and thriving through remote learning.  Please send photos or videos 
sharing your tip (s) with Merecedes Williams at mwilliams4@pghschools.org or via text at 412-818-
6201. You can either share photos or create a 30-second video on YouTube /Vimeo and share a 
private link or share a file from your phone. Tips will be shared via social media.   
 
Out of School Time Learning Activities Online  
PPS works with more than 120 approved organizations that provide Out-of-School Time learning. 
Many of these providers are sharing virtual learning opportunities with students and families. 
Families can discover activities that can be completed at home, tutoring opportunities, or a chance 
to join a video session through the District’s website at www.pghschools.org/virtualost. Today, we 
want to feature Gwen’s Girl’s Academic Support Initiative. The Academic Support Initiative (ASI) 

will provide supplemental tutoring sessions FREE OF CHARGE to registered families. Any student 
in grade K-12 who attends school in Allegheny County and has completed the registration process 
is eligible. Priority will be given to current Gwen’s Girls participants. Multiple tutoring sessions will be 
offered May 4 to June 12 including: 
 

 homework help,  

 daily sessions reviewing assignments/packet provided by the school,  

 daily individual and group sessions for grades 3-8,  

 ELA, Math, Science, Social Studies, and Foreign Language for grades 9-12  

 support in English, Algebra, Geometry, Chemistry, Biology and Foreign Language for 
students with IEP's,  

 early reading and math skills for children ages 4-7, and  

 post-secondary support with SAT/ACT Prep and college application assistance.  
 

Tutoring sessions will be conducted using the Zoom platform. Students must be registered in 
advance for each tutoring sessions. For additional information please contact  
Merridith Murray via email mmurray@gwensgirls.org at or call (412) 904-4239. 
 
4th Quarter Grading Guidelines  

On Wednesday, we shared the grading guidelines for the 4th quarter in the parent update. To review 
the guidelines, visit www.pghschools.org/Covid19GradingGuidelines. 
 
Family Strengths Survey During COVID19 

The Pittsburgh Study, University of Pittsburgh Department of Pediatrics, UPMC Children's Hospital 
of Pittsburgh Division of Community Health, United Way 211, the UrbanKind Institute, Western 
Pennsylvania Regional Data Center, Allegheny County Health Department, and Allegheny County 
Department of Human Services are collaborating to assess how families across the region are 
managing during COVID-19 to improve response efforts. The Family Strengths Survey is for 
people living in Western Pennsylvania who have a child 17 or younger in their household OR 

mailto:mwilliams4@pghschools.org
http://www.pghschools.org/virtualost
mailto:mmurray@gwensgirls.org
http://www.pghschools.org/Covid19GradingGuidelines
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who is (or has a partner who is) pregnant.  Sharing your experience can help ensure resources 

are accessible, especially where they will do the most good. To take the Family Strengths Survey, 
please visit www.pediatrics.pitt.edu/family-strengths-survey. To take the Family Strengths Survey by 
phone dial (412) 307-5875 (English with dial-in responses) or dial (412) 692-8026 (English and 
Spanish with a Study representative). Responses to the survey are anonymous, questions can be 
skipped, and families can stop the survey at any time. Taking the survey does not affect your receipt 
of services, but instead what families need right now. At the end of the survey, you will have the 
choice to enter your name and contact information for a chance to win a $100 gift card (5 people 
randomly selected each week from everyone who answers the survey and if you want to receive a 
notification to take the survey again next week. The contact information you enter here is never 
linked to your answers to the survey. 
 
Don’t Forget to Take the 2020 Census  

If you have not taken the 2020 Census yet for your family, please take ten minutes to complete it 
using the paper form sent in the mail, online at https://www.2020census.gov/ or over the phone 
(844-330-2020). Support for completing the questionnaires in non-English languages is available 
over the phone and on the Census website. Please remember that citizenship status is not 
included in the survey. Data from the 2020 Census are used to ensure public services and funding 
for schools, hospitals, and fire departments, plan new homes, and businesses to improve 
neighborhoods and determines how many seats Pennsylvania is allocated in the House of 
Representatives. 
 
 
REMINDERS & INFORMATION RELEVANT TO HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 
Advanced Placement Update from the College Board 
Students can get ready for AP Exams by joining free AP online classes and review sessions on 
YouTube to prepare for the exam youtube.com/advancedplacement. AP Exams are May 11–May 
22. Visit the AP Exam schedule link below to see when exams are scheduled: 
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/apexam-schedule 
 
High School Health Curriculum – Sex Education  
The online instructional materials for some high school students in the Health I course will include 
lessons on human development/reproduction and sexually transmitted infections/diseases. These 
lessons will be posted on May 11, 2020, and include scientific facts and consequences only. While 
we believe this material is vital to a teen’s understanding of human development into adulthood, we 
value a parent’s right to withdraw their child from sexuality education classes at any time with notice 
to their child’s school. Parents choosing not to have their child participate in some aspects of the 
health curriculum must email their child’s health teacher by Friday, May 8. Health education teacher 
emails are listed below. Parents should include the information outlined below in the email or contact 
their child’s teacher on the phone or through Microsoft Teams. Children not permitted to participate 
will be scheduled into an alternative assignment during these lessons. 
 
 
 
 

http://www.pediatrics.pitt.edu/family-strengths-survey
https://www.2020census.gov/
https://apcoronavirusupdates.collegeboard.org/students/taking-ap-exams/apexam-schedule
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Health Education Opt-Out Email  
Please indicate with an “X”, any topic that you do not want your child to participate in and provide a 
phone number or email, so the teacher can call to discuss details as they pertain to the age 
appropriateness.  
 
____ Human Development 
____ Sexual Transmitted Infections/Diseases (scientific facts and consequences ONLY) 
   
Please sign and return this statement only if you do not want your child present during the above 
lessons. 
 
Student’s Name (Please Print): __________________________________________________  
 
Student’s School ________________________________        Student’s Grade Level ______  
 
Parent Signature: ______________________________________       Date: _______________ 
 
Phone Number:  _____________________________ Email:  ____________________________ 
 

High School Location First Name Last Name EMAIL 

Allderdice High School 
 

Ryan Galla rgalla1@pghschools.org  

Keith Goldman kgoldman1@pghschools.org  

Kelli Jackson kjackson1@pghschools.org  

Michele Mastroianni mmastroianni1@pghschools.org 

Joseph Rhad jrhad1@pghschools.org  

Karina Scheuering kscheuering1@pghschools.org  

Patricia Withers pwithers1@pghschools.org  

Barack Obama 6-12 
 

Kaleena Estrada kestrada1@pghschools.org  

Jean Stovash jstovash1@pghschools.org  

Brashear High School 
 

Unrico Abbondanza uabbondanza1@pghschools.org  

Joseph Ciamacco jciamacco1@pghschools.org 

Megan Perfetti mperfetti1@pghschools.org 

Christine Wolski cwolski1@pghschools.org  

CAPA 6-12 
 

Richard Bonaccorsi rbonaccorsi1@pghschools.org 

Dalton Travanti dtravanti1@pghschools.org  

Carrick High School 
Ashleigh McDonough amcdonough1@pghschools.org  

Corey Fitzharris cfitzharris1@pghschools.org  

Clayton Academy 
Michael Shaw mshaw1@pghschools.org  

Juli West jwest1@pghschools.org  

Perry High School Terrie Gregory tgregory1@pghschools.org  

Science and Technology Academy 
Robert Lingg rlingg1@pghschools.org  

Kevin Shevitz kshevitz1@pghschools.org 

mailto:rgalla1@pghschools.org
mailto:kgoldman1@pghschools.org
mailto:kjackson1@pghschools.org
mailto:mmastroianni1@pghschools.org
mailto:jrhad1@pghschools.org
mailto:kscheuering1@pghschools.org
mailto:pwithers1@pghschools.org
mailto:kestrada1@pghschools.org
mailto:jstovash1@pghschools.org
mailto:uabbondanza1@pghschools.org
mailto:jciamacco1@pghschools.org
mailto:mperfetti1@pghschools.org
mailto:cwolski1@pghschools.org
mailto:rbonaccorsi1@pghschools.org
mailto:dtravanti1@pghschools.org
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mailto:cfitzharris1@pghschools.org
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Student Achievement Center 
 

Cindy Neigh cneigh1@pghschools.org  

Keith Nolan knolan1@pghschools.org  

Uprep 6-12 At Milliones 
 

Aubree Held aheld1@pghschools.org  

James Sikora jsikora1@pghschools.org 

Westinghouse Academy 6-12 
 

Emil Erhart eerhart2@pghschools.org  

Phyllis Jones pjones1@pghschools.org  

Katherine Samuels ksamuels1@pghschools.org  

 
Learn & Earn Part-Time Summer Job Program for Students Ages 14-21 

Learn & Earn is a six-week, part-time summer job program for teens and young adults ages 14-21 
in Allegheny County and the City of Pittsburgh. Participants have the opportunity to earn money, 
gain valuable work experience, and develop soft skills to help become college and career ready.  
The work period runs for six weeks, June 29 to August 7. The orientation week is June 22 through 
June 26. While dates may be subject to change due to COVID 19, we are moving forward with the 
current schedule until further notice. As a health and safety precaution amid the COVID-19 
outbreak, Application Support Centers are closed to walk-in support until further notice. Parents 
and guardians or applicants who need help applying are encouraged to contact the Learn & Earn 
Team at 412-932-2950 or email summer@partner4work.org.  
 
 
Thank you for continued support. I wish everyone a great weekend.  
 
Anthony D. Hamlet, Ed. D.  
Superintendent of Schools 
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